Introduction to American Literature (seminar)

Instructor: Renata Zsamba
e-mail: zsamba.renata@ektf.hu

zsamba.reni@gmail.com

Office hours: Tuesday 12:45 pm -13:45 pm

Room: 213

This course provides an opportunity to get an aeernof some outstanding voices in
American Literature. The selection is based on dewspectrum of themes and types of
writing, from Colonial Period up to World War llegional and ethnic writing as well as
modernist fiction.

February 21 Introduction—Colonial Period

March 7

April 4

William Bradford: “Of Plymouth Plantation” (Ch IX], X, XII, XXXII)
Crévecoeur: “Letters from an American Farmer”

Nationmaking:

T. Jefferson: “The Declaration of Independence”

B. Franklin: Autobiography(abstracts)

The Knickerbockers

Washington Irving: “Rip Van Winkle”

Finding the American voice: The American iterary imagination
expanding:

E. A. Poe: “The Murders at the Rue Morgue”

The American Rennaissance: Transcendentalism arichte Romanticism
R. W. Emerson: “Self-Reliance”, Nathaniel Hawthori®oung Goodman
Brown”

Slave Narratives

Frederick Douglassthe Narrative of Frederick Douglass, an Americaavsl
The American Poet

Walt Whitman: “Song of Myself” (1,2,5,6,15)



Regionalism and Realism
Mark Twain: The Adventures diuckleberry Finn

Naturalism:
Jack London: “To Build a Fire”

April 25 The Jazz Age:F. Scott FitzgeraldThe Great Gatsby
The Modernists
Ernest Hemingway: “The Snows of Kilimanjaro”
The Harlem Rennaissance
Zora Neale HurstorfHow it Feels to Be Colored Me”, “John Redding Gaoes
Langston Hughes: “The Negro Speaks of Rivers”, >ea
“l, Too”

End-term paper: TBA

Course requirements:

As the course is a seminar, attendance is compufsoyone missing the class more than
three times will not be evaluated! Students are exgeted to read the reading material for
every lesson which will be checked on in forms othert quizzes during the seminars.

Please note that presence without any contributionin the seminars is not an

achievement and cannot be considered in the finaValuation!

Final grading will be based on students’ contribatto classroom discussions, short quizzes

and the results of the mid-term and end-term paper.

Evaluation:



Short quizzes: 20 100%-90% =5

Mid-term test: 30 89% - 75% =4
End-term test: 30 74% -62% = 3
Classroom attendance and 61% -51% =2

performance: 20

Total: 100 50%-1% =1
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